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A Waste Management System
for Laboratories

I.    INTRODUCTION

Laboratory waste is generated in operations of widely different sizes
and complexity, and the amounts and varieties of wastes generated vary
accordingly. Waste management systems for a single-laboratory oper-
ation, for a small college, and for a large university or industrial complex
must obviously have substantial differences in detail, but each system
should have in common certain basic characteristics. Four elements that
are essential to any laboratory waste management system are (1) com-
mitment of the laboratory chief executive to the principles and practice
of good waste management, (2) a waste management plan, (3) assigned
responsibility for the waste management system, and (4) policies and
practices directed to reducing the volume of waste generated in the
laboratory.

II.    EXECUTIVE COMMITMENT

The chief executive of a laboratory and his or her immediate subordi-
nates must be openly committed to support of the waste management
system. This commitment should include written support of the waste
management plan, organizational responsibility for it, and willingness
to allocate personnel and financial resources to the implementation of
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